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Formation, Constitution and Finance 
 
After two initial public meetings in early 2016, the group held 
an AGM at the end of May 2016. A constitution was adopted, 
and a management committee of 5 was elected to steer the 
group and develop an activities programme. 
This committee comprises: 
Derek Moore (Chair) 
Charlie Massey (Secretary) 
Emma Delow (Treasurer) 
Peter Flick (Public Relations) 
David Bubear (Ordinary Member) 
As well as doing a considerable amount of work behind the 
scenes, this committee has met on 4 occasions since, and is 
developing a programme of activities. 
The committee proposes to offer membership of the group to 
every household in the village in return for a £5 annual 
subscription. These funds are intended for use in funding the 
modest costs associated with the group’s activities going 
forward. 
The group has applied for a bank account with the Co-operative 
Bank and this application is currently being processed. 
 
The following group activities are currently being undertaken. 
Each is designed to contribute to knowledge about the history 
of the village and hopefully engage the wider community. 
 
 
 



Community Archive 
 
Various legacy bequests and offers exist involving photographs 
and documents relating to Sticklepath’s 19th and 20th Century 
heritage. The group proposes to create a physical archive of 
these items, as well as any future loans and donations of 
similar artefacts, for use in research and for displays and 
events. 
Agreement has been obtained from the Sticklepath Village 
Committee to site this archive in a fire retardant secure cabinet 
to be kept in the Bert Stead Room at the Village Hall. 
The Heritage Group has applied for funding for 50% of the cost 
of this cabinet under a DNPA Community Grant programme. 
The remaining funding will come from donations received at the 
memorial service for Roger Bowden (around £288) and £250 
from the Bert Stead bequest. 
The Heritage Group would like to formally thank the Parish 
Council for releasing this latter amount to the group for this 
specific purpose. 
Assuming the grant is forthcoming the archive is likely to be in 
situ and ready for cataloguing (a subsequent activity) at some 
point in the next 4-6 weeks. 
 
Test Pit Digging - Citizen Archaeology in Sticklepath 
 
One of the group’s initial areas of historical interest is to try to 
shed evidential light on some popular perceptions as to the role 
of the through road in Sticklepath’s history prior to the mid 
18th Century creation of the Turnpike Road. 
 
Previous village histories have suggested that the existing 
route may have not been the original one, and that an 
alternative route existed along Skaigh Lane, crossing the river 
at a ford behind Billy Green, rising through what is now 



Foundry Meadow and emerging adjacent to the Methodist 
Chapel. 
The Group intend, subject to various permissions being 
confirmed, to undertake Test Pit digs at 3 different sites along 
this route, to try to discover artefacts that may or may not 
support the various theories. 
 
With the agreement of the landowner and with the direction of 
Malcolm Billinge, an experienced test pit investigator from 
Bovey Tracey, the first of these digs is planned for this 
Saturday, 8th October, in the gardens of the Methodist Chapel. 
The dig is supported by DNPA archaeologist Andy Crabb, with 
whom we have agreed to share the findings. This is not a 
public event as such, and care must be taken as the site is 
near to the busy main road, but members of the community 
are of course free to come along and take a look, although they 
will not be allowed access onto the site itself for Health and 
Safety reasons. 
 
The group already have the co-operation of the National Trust 
for a future dig on the hypothetical road route within the 
Foundry Green area, and would seek support of the Parish 
Council for another dig within Billy Green. As both of these 
areas are treated as public spaces within Sticklepath, it is to be 
hoped that the participation of the wider community of all ages 
could be encouraged. 
 
Oral Histories 
 
Although this is at an early stage, work has begun on taking 
down oral histories in interviews with some of the senior 
members of the community who are happy to share memories 
of Sticklepath from the mid twentieth century onwards. The 
group has protocols for this type of activity from other groups 
and is actively seeking members from within the wider 



community who would be prepared to undertake this valuable 
and rewarding work. 
 
Incised Stone above Ladywell Investigation 
 
Ross Fisher has undertaken considerable painstaking research 
and uncovered various photographs and documents related to 
both the Incised Stone above the Ladywell and the Honest Man 
Stone which borders the road about out of the village towards 
Tongue End. The group intends to produce a co-operative 
paper summarising this investigation that eventually will be 
published online. 
 
The following activities are at the early planning stage: 
 
A Christmas Heritage themed party  in the village hall on 16th 
December. 
 
Village walks  - it is proposed to hold a series of evening walks 
next summer themed on the history and heritage of 
Sticklepath. 
 
Village Logo  - the Heritage Group are working on a proposal for 
a village logo, reflecting the particular heritage themes of the 
village, for use by the Parish Council and other organisations. 
Jane Silliphant of Imagemakers has agreed to use the 
resources of her company by way of a contribution to the 
village in the design of the logo. 
 
 


