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Chair’s message 

I have taken on the role of the Chair again, following the resignation of 

Councillor Mick Allen who did a sterling job in addressing matters as they 

arose. We have had a number of changes among Parish Councillors, but I 

have always been impressed with the willingness of people to come forward to 

strategically represent the village. By the time this Newsletter goes out, we 

should have a full Council again. This is important; the more views and diverse 

opinions expressed within Council meetings, the greater the opportunities 

there will be to ensure Village needs are met according to the preferences of 

as many of its residents as possible. 

We welcome members of the public at all our meetings – dates are to be 

found on the village website and elsewhere in this Newsletter. Debate can be 

stimulated by your views and comments. If you have a matter which you wish 

discussed within the Council meeting do please speak to any of your 

Councillors, or contact our new Clerk Samantha Hood. I have always been 

keen on getting involved in Village life, and stimulating more people to join in 

the village village activities. With this in mind, there are a number of Village 

events coming up which I would encourage you to consider. 

A brief list of events with which I am involved include the Village Day on 2nd 

August, which this year has been separated from the Flower Show (planned 

for 16th August) in order to provide greater focus for each event. The day after 

the Flower Show we will be holding our third Beating the Bounds walk, where 

villagers are encouraged along the seven mile boundary with the promise of 

refreshments – see more details elsewhere in this Newsletter. Later in the 

year we will hold the annual Safari Supper. Volunteers are always needed for 

all events so please come forward if you have a few hours (or more!) to spare.  

It is at events like these that villagers are drawn together and our community is 

strengthened.  

Alison Cruse 



 

VILLAGE DAY 

 
Village Day this year will be held on Saturday 2nd August so as not to 

coincide with the Flower Show which will be held later on in the month on the 

16th August. 

As usual the proceedings will take place down on the Playing Field and we’re 

all keeping our fingers crossed that the weather will be kinder to us this year. 

To go with our display of Vintage Tractors, the children’s fancy dress theme 

will be ‘Country Bumpkins’ so dig out your flat caps and checked shirts and let 

the kids get involved. 

There’ll be children’s races,  craft stalls, bouncy castles, cream teas, hog roast 

and bar, ferret racing, Jack & Jill toddler tent, tug o war, storytelling, welly 

wanging, golf target and we’ll be finishing off the day with the popular egg 

throwing competition. 

Appeal time now….. We’ve got plenty of stalls but not enough people to man 

them so please consider whether or not you could spare an hour to help with a 

stall still leaving you a few hours to enjoy the events of the afternoon.  Village 

Day can only happen if there are enough people to help on the day so please 

have a think and if you can spare an hour let me know on 840159 or email me 

on eeb21@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Parish asset register 
Monthly checks continue to be carried out on the village assets and the 

playing field equipment. These are recorded for insurance purposes, routine 

maintenance, general wear and tear and or damage.  In addition a more 

rigorous annual inspection of the playing field equipment is carried out by an 

external contractor including risk assessments.   We carry out our own risk 

assessment on all of the assets and this is reviewed yearly. 

Assets in the village include the two bus shelters, the notice board and various 

seats and benches. Also of course all items in the playing field.  

mailto:eeb21@tiscali.co.uk


 

  
This will be the third ‘Beating the Bounds’ in recent years, after successful 

walks in 2000 and 2007.Beating the bounds was originally a religious 

ceremony, held every seven years, with priests blessing the boundary stones.  

Recently it has become a local community event, marking civil parish 

boundaries. 

The route is between 6 and 7 miles of generally easy walking, with a few 

fences and walls to negotiate.   There are opportunities to bail out at several 

points. 

Please wear sensible footwear and clothing. Children should be accompanied 

by an adult. Dogs must be on leads. 

This is an opportunity to visit parts of the parish not usually accessible, 

courtesy of owners of land the parish boundary passes through. 

Refreshments will be provided at the halfway point, courtesy of Whitehouse 

Services, and Finch Foundry has kindly offered soft drinks and a BBQ and at 

the end. 

Certificate for everyone who completes the walk! 

All welcome.    For catering purposes, please book by 10 August with Alison 

Cruse (alisoncruse@hotmail.com or 840070) 

or Val Barns (valerie.barns1@btinternet.com or 840123) 

 

 

  

 

 

BEATING THE BOUNDS 

Sunday 17th August 

10.30 a.m. 

Foundry Field  



Sticklepath Flood Plan and the Sticklepath Leat 

During the review of Sticklepath Parish’s Emergency and Flood Plans it was 

realised that one of the most likely causes of flooding to a large number of 

properties is the leat supplying Finch Foundry. A number of discussions were 

held with householders having property adjacent to the leat and a working 

party was set up to meet with senior representatives of The National Trust (the 

current owners of the Finch Foundry). 

The ownership of the land around the leat is extremely complex so 

coordinated action by landowners is difficult. Previously there have been 

annual leat clearing sessions but these seem to have lapsed. An organised 

programme of maintenance and repair is needed to avoid catastrophic 

damage from the flooding that would ensue if there were a failure of parts of 

the leat’s structure. 

The National Trust has acted very promptly to put funds into organising a full 

structural survey of the leat. Householders adjacent to the leat should have 

been contacted to inform them of the survey and to request access. Once this 

survey has been completed then it will be possible to identify 1) those parts of 

the leat that need immediate attention, 2) those areas that will require regular 

servicing and repair on an annual basis and finally 3) aspects of the leat that 

will need significant capital expenditure in the longer term.  

The working party plan to meet again with The National Trust in September 

2014. The survey should have been completed by this time and plans for the 

Trust’s future management of the leat will be discussed. Any residents of 

Sticklepath Parish who would like to have an input into this meeting are very 

welcome to contact me and we can ensure that their views are shared.    

Philip Davies 

Drakes Acre. 01837 840063. 07901827226 

  



Rain fall in the village continues to be recorded and is displayed on the village 

website. Data is updated each month .After the heavy downfalls of December, January and 

February much lower figures occurred in the following three months. 

FINCH FOUNDRY -  The sound of silence?    

Those passing Sticklepath over the past 200 years, give or take, would be 

familiar with the rumble of the Finch’s trip hammers hammering out metal for 

edge tools or entertaining passing visitors from near and far. However in the 

last few weeks Finch Foundry has fallen silent for the first time in a while and 

people have been asking why! 

It all started a few weeks ago when a small piece of the anvil under our 

smallest ¾ ton trip hammer went flying and so the hammer was quickly 

stopped to avoid a mishap. Upon further inspection it appears that a small 

section of the anvil has become more worn than other parts and a crack has 

appeared, therefore we called out the experts to have a look.  

This adverse wear, it turns out is due to the movement of the hammer, it is 

hard to imagine something that large wouldn’t want to hammer off down the 

road because the forces involved are great and the poor old hammer rack, 

after a long and obedient service has finally given up stopping this from 

happening.  

The short version of the story is that the wedges holding the hammer will be 

taken out soon (we hope), the hammer removed and fully refurbished and 

serviced and further investigated to make sure that is all that is wrong. We 

hope to have the hammer hammering again by the end of the summer. It’s a 

small step back but we hope that the maintenance will make it stronger and 

more resilient to wear. 

The survey of the leat will have taken place by the time this newsletter is 

printed.   All adjoining properties have been informed.   A report will then be 

produced to give an idea of what needs to be done to ensure the leat is in 

good health for the future. I will be sure to report back with our findings. 

Ben Shapcott, Manager, Finch Foundry, National Trust.  



STICKLEPATH PLAYING FIELD 
2013 was a good year for fundraising for the Playing Field Committee and so 

far 2014 hasn’t proved to be too disappointing either.   

The year started with the usual post-Christmas Curry & Quiz night which again 

proved to be very popular and never disappoints in terms of support and 

money raised.  Through the continued support of Paul and Sue Jones in 

providing the yummy curries the night raised over £400 and for this we are 

eternally grateful. 

The pot was further boosted recently by £550 when the proceeds from Open 

Gardens 2014 were very generously donation by Mike and Libby Watson so a 

huge thanks goes to them for their continued support.   

One of the items that the Committee had been fund raising for last year was a 

Trim Trail and thanks to a successful Lottery bid the purchase and installation 

of this took place in July of last year.  This has proved very popular with 

children of all ages and during the school holidays children from surrounding 

villages have come across with parents and picnics and spent large parts of 

the day there.  It’s lovely to see the facility being used by more and more 

people. 

The Committee has now turned its energies towards the installation of a 

Pavilion which will be sited at the far end of the playing field.  This will be an 

open sided oak structure with a slate roof and 50m2 in size so quite sizeable 

and big enough to hold various gatherings, BBQ’s and the like.  Plans for this 

structure have now been submitted for planning and the final cost of this has 

been estimated at over £20,000.   

With this in mind the Committee are currently trying to raise their profile in a 

bid to help raise funds.  One of the ways in which this was done was through 

Waitrose’s green token scheme which ran during the month of May and netted 

£575 so many thanks to all who donated their token There is currently just 

over £13,000 raised to go towards the costs of the Pavilion so more fund 

raising events will be on the horizon.   

Sticklepath Village Day will be the next date on the calendar for fundraising 

and this will be held on Saturday 2nd August so please come along and 

support your Village.  It is intended that funds will be in place by Spring 2015 

to allow the build to commence with a view to it being finished by the Summer 

of that year. 



Western Power Distribution 

Western Power Distribution has produced a booklet ‘Preparing for Power Cut 

or Emergency’ to provide advice on preparing for power cuts and emergencies 

such as severe weather for local residents. The recommendation is that a 

family prepare in advance. They have provided a mock emergency box and 

booklet which is available to view in Sticklepath Village Stores and made a 

number of suggestions some of which are listed below. 

 Keep a torch handy and avoid using candles and paraffin heaters 

 Keep a wind up/battery/solar powered radio ready so you can listen to 

local radio updates 

 Keep an analogue phone or charged mobile phone to hand as many 

modern phones, especially digital or cordless one won’t work without 

power 

 Protect sensitive electrical equipment (e.g. computers) with a surge 

protector plug 

 Make sure any work is backed up and saved regularly 

 If you have a mains operated stair lift, check if there is a manual 

release handle that can be used to return the stair lift safely to ground 

level if it stops working. 

 Make sure any medical equipment you have at home has a battery 

back-up 

 Speak to neighbours about their plans if a power cut was to occur and 

check between you, you have a means of cooking and access to hot 

water using gas appliances. Also swap telephone numbers for use if 

needed 

 Ensure vulnerable neighbours have sufficient supplies and means of 

contacting friends or relatives in an emergency. 

 If you, a member of your family or neighbour depends on electricity for 

medical equipment or communications and would become vulnerable 

during a power cut, ensure they are signed up to our priority service 

register. 

 Emergency Contact Number for South West 0800 365 900 (landline)  

0330 123 5001(mobile) 

 Further information can be found at www.westernpower.co.uk 

  

http://www.westernpower.co.uk/


STICKLEPATH WEBSITE 

Just in case there are those of you out there that didn’t know already, 

Sticklepath has its very own website and you’ll find it at www.sticklepath.org 

This website includes details of all the Clubs, Groups and Committees that are 

run in Sticklepath and also will give you up to date details on events 

happening in and around the village so please register your email address on 

the site to receive updates. 

If you are planning an event and would like it to be publicised on the website 

then please send an email over to info@sticklepath.org or similarly if you have 

details or information that you think your fellow residents should know about 

then let us know and we’ll be happy to publicise it (contents permitting!!) 

We also have our very own Facebook page now so look up Sticklepath Village 

and ‘like’ us to keep informed of updates there too. 

 

WHAT’S ON – VILLAGE EVENTS August to October 2014 

2 August  Village Day 

16 August Flower show 

17 August Beating the Bounds 

10 September, 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting.  

7 October, 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL contact details: 

Councillors: 

Alison Cruse, Chair,  tel.840070 e: chairsticklepathpc@hotmail.co.uk 

Pam Matthews, Vice chair, tel. 840216 e: pam.m51@hotmail.com 

Val Barns,  tel. 840123 e: Valerie.barns1@btinternet.com 

Emma Bell,  tel. 840159 e: eeb21@tiscali.co.uk 

Malcolm Brewer,  tel.849142 e: peppercorns@talktalk.net 

Philip Davies,  tel.840063 e: philiptdavies@live.com 

Val Loader,  tel.849076 e: val.loader@btinternet.com 

 

Clerk: Sam Hood, tel.01271 890617 e: clerksticklepathpc@hotmail.com 
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